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crime, or those who were similarly circumstanced, would
be the only ones to welcome him.
If on the other hand he could spend the last few years,
or even months, of his tenn with us, he could return to his
home without the stigma of crime attaching to him, and
in possession of a certificate of good conduct from us,
which would enable him to get employment among his own
people. Failing this, we would continue to look after him*
^Moreover, previous to his return, he could get in touch
with his people, and out of his earnings while with us he
could send money for the support of his family, and thus
ensure a hearty welcome when his sentence had expired.
There was to be no compulsion about the matter. His
coming to us would be purely voluntary, and his stay
with us would be equally so. If he preferred to complete
his sentence in jail, he could always do so. While he was
with us he would have the advantage of wearing no
prison dress, and we would undertake to find him
remunerative work*
It must not be supposed that the prisoners themselves
were eager to fall in with the proposal. They were inclined
to be suspicious. And it was not until we had explained
to them, by means of a lantern lecture, who we were and
what we proposed that they availed themselves of our
proposal.
I can never forget that lantern meeting. The Jail
authorities said that on no account could they consent to
its being held after dark. Hence doors and windows had
to be closed to shut out the light. This meant that air
too was excluded! The atmosphere was oppressive,
and before the lecture was over, one after another of the
jail staff had slipped out, and those of us who remained
inside were on the point of fainting. But we were amply
rewarded when, as they streamed past us at the opening
of the doors, scores of them said, " May we come ? Do
let us come 1"
' After that there was no further difficulty. There were
always eager candidates ready to fill up every vacancy,
and their behaviour with us was exemplary.
We experienced no difficulty with them. They made
no attempt to escape. They worked willingly and their